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Overview of the Healthy Homes Program 
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) established the Kansas Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (KCLPPP) to respond to concerns about lead 
and its effect on the health of Kansans, most notably our children.  In 2007, the KDHE Lead Advisory Committee was charged with changing the program name to include all 
aspects of healthy homes.  Thus the KDHE Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Prevention Program was created to protect Kansans from environmental health exposures 
occurring within the home.  The program recognized the association between health and housing; and in keeping with the direction of federal partners expanded our focus 
to include additional healthy homes hazards such as mold, radon, pests, asbestos, injury prevention and safety, carbon monoxide as well as lead.     

 

The mission of the KDHE Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Prevention Program is to promote healthy and safe environments for families in Kansas 
through the awareness, education and reduction of environmental hazards in their homes.   

 

¢ƘŜ [ŜŀŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ Y5I9Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Yŀƴǎŀƴǎ ōȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴg responsible 
choices.  The HHLHPP is divided into five sections:  

 

Medical Surveillance 

Case Management  

Adults Lead Poisoning 

 Licensure and Certification 

Grant Project Development.   

 
The Medical Surveillance section is concerned with increasing blood lead screening among all ages with focus on children ranging in age from six to 
72 months. We are increasing primary prevention activities to reduce lead hazard exposure by providing follow up and Case Management (medical 
and environmental) to the identified children and in addition to educational packets and surveys to adults with elevated blood lead levels. 
Environmental investigations are crucial in determining the source(s) of lead poisoning among children in Kansas.  

 

The Licensure and Certification section is in charge of licensing firms and certifying individuals to perform lead abatement work, lead inspections 
and risk assessments. The RRP section is designed to provide an enforced regulation to educate the public as well as general contractors and 
landlords on the hazards associated with remodeling and renovation of pre-1978 housing.   The enforcement team also initiates lead hazard control 
work orders under new regulations posted April 9, 2010. The completions are proven to be effective in lowering blood lead levels. 

 

 Housing Goal: To eliminate lead hazards from where children live, play, and visit by providing a mechanism to allow the public to make lead-safe housing 

 choices. 

 

Health Goal: To increase the number of children <72 months of age that have received a blood lead test.  

 To decrease the % of children tested whose blood lead levels are > 10 mg/dL. 



Medical and Environmental Surveillance 
 

 

Å The Kansas Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Prevention Program 
currently receives blood lead test results from 21 laboratories both 
public and private including 6 facilities that use the LEAD-Care II 
Machines.  Lead surveillance data presented here addresses 
children age 0- <72 months who were tested for lead at least once 
between January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010.  

 

Å Data has been derived from the state of Kansas lead data 
surveillance system known as STELLAR.  The increase in the total 
number of children tested may be influenced by distribution and 
discussion of the revised case management guidelines, adoption of 
mandatory reporting regulations and focused efforts of the Healthy 
Homes and Lead Hazard Prevention Program and Staff.   

 

Å To increase and maintain identification of Medicaid eligible 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ II[Itt ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ Řŀǘŀ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Mercy Family Health Partners and Unicare, the two contracted 
Medicaid agencies in Kansas.  This activity allows all collaborating 
agencies to audit client and provider participation in meeting 
required objectives.  Current patient addresses are also included 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ Řŀǘŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ 
Unicare and help provide increased demographic information as to 
what county that child resides in. 
 

 

 

 Blood Lead Test: Any blood lead test (capillary, venous, filter paper or unknown 
sample type) on a child that produces a quantifiable result and is analyzed by a CLIA- 
certified facility or an approved portable device. A blood lead may be collected for 
screening, confirmation or follow-up. 

  

  LEAD-Care II Machines:  Providers that utilize the Lead Care II or other generation 
Lead Care device must adhere to state and federal regulations regarding their use. 
Please refer to the state CLIA office at 785-296-8634 for complete details. 
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Lead Poisoned 
Children and Case 
Management Action 

 Kansas identifies a confirmed case of lead poisoning in children    

when one of the following criteria is met: 

  

Ç One venous draw blood test indicating a  BLL >мл ǽƎκŘ[Σ or 

Ç Two (capillary or filter paper) blood tests recording BLLs of >10 
ǽƎκŘ[ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ мн ǿŜŜƪ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  

  

 

 

A child identified as lead poisoned will receive case 
management from their private provider, their local 
health agency and the HHLHPP as a collaborate 
team.  

 

Case management actions include:  
üNutritional and lead hazard control education    

üContinued ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘ ƭŜŀŘ  level  

üAn environmental investigation  

( an environmental investigation identifies the source of lead exposures  
and identification and education of other health hazards in the home  and 
environment. ) 

 
In 2010, Kansas identified 131 new cases of Lead Poisoning in children 0-
72 months in age and 154 existing cases from previous years . There are  
285 children with active lead poisoning who are receiving case 
management services , including  education to the families to reinforce 
efforts on how to reduce the lead hazards and exposure  to decrease the 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ 

 

Of the 131 new cases , 38 children that were tested had a blood lead level 
ƻŦ мрǽƎκŘ[ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ hǳǘ ƻŦ the new cases opened in 2010,  14 have been 
able to be closed out.   

 

CONTRACT COUNTIES: Johnson, Saline, Reno, Sedgwick, Shawnee and 
Wyandotte  are  the program contract counties  and have an EBL 
investigator that helps the HHLHPP monitor lead cases in these areas. 
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Environmental Investigations 
  

 The Kansas Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Prevention Program and contracted environmental investigators conduct in-home investigations to 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƘƻƳŜ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Φ  

 

 !ƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƛŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ investigation of the site 
and identify sources of environmental lead exposure. The case management team can then use the results of this investigation to develop a plan to 
protect the child and family and to correct hazardous conditions. Although environmental services may be provided by the case manager, the 
environmental inspector, or other program staff, the case manager is responsible for ensuring that a child receives services in a timely fashion. 

 

 The graph below shows  environmental investigations  that were completed  between 2006 to 2009.  In 2010,  Kansas identified 131 new cases of  
children with lead poisoning and the  HHLHPP  staff completed 95 of the eligible environmental investigations for those cases . Participation is 
voluntary and at this time not all families choose to have the investigation performed.  The chart below represents the environmental investigation 
completion status for 2010.  
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